Wh-Question: Subject & Object 

Graamar Notes

1. Use wh-questions (also called information questions) to ask for specific information.

Wh-Questions begin with wh-word such as who, what, where, when, why, which, whose, how, how much, how many, and how long.


Ex. A: Who did you see at Al’s Grill?


      B: Harry Adams.


      A: When did you go there?

                B: On May 12.

                A: How many people saw you?

                B: Two.

2. When you are asking about the subject, use:

· A wh-word in place of the subject, and statement word order: subject + verb
         subject                                             object

Ex. Someone saw you.                            Something happened.


         Who saw you?                                 What happened?

For questions beginning with which, whose, how much, and how many, we often use wh-word + noun in place of the subject.

Ex. 
· Which witness told the truth?

· How many people saw the trial?

3. When the verb is a form of be (am, is, are, was, were) use: 
· Wh-word + be
Ex. Harry Adams is the defendant.


·   Who is the defendant?

     Harry Adams is the defendant.


·     Who is Harry Adams?

4. When you are asking about the object, use: 

· A wh-word, and the following word order:
auxiliary verb + subject + main verb



              object                
            object




Ex. You saw someone.                       He said something.

      

                Who did you see?                        What did he say? 

For questions beginning with which, whose, how much, and how many, we often use wh-word + noun in place of the object.

Ex. 
· Which witness did you believe?

·  How much time did the jury need?

5. Wh-Questions with why, when, or where have the following word order:
· auxiliary verb + subject + main verb
This is the same word order as in wh-questions about the object.

Ex. 

· Why does she want to defend him?

· When did she worry?

· Where will she go?

